Microscopic patterns in surgically removed spleens.
348 spleens surgically removed have been examined microscopically and classified into 3 groups: (I) 154 emergency splenectomies (86 traumatic ruptures, 44 enlarged supramesocolic exeresis, 44 cirrhosis), (II) 143 therapeutic splenectomies (135 cases of hypersplenism among which 10 apparently primitive, 7 myeloproliferative syndromes, 1 hairy cell leukemia), and (III) 51 diagnostic splenectomies (7 non specific inflammations, 2 tuberculosis, 1 mycosis, 6 echinococcosis, 12 leukemias, 9 non-Hodgkin's lymphomas, 13 Hodgkin's lymphomas, 1 primary splenic hemangioma). The study of the first group material, obtained especially of traumatic rupture, has been very valuable to follow the spleen microscopic structure in normal humans of different age. The latter two group cases have raised interesting problems of microscopic diagnosis, permitting at the same time a better understanding of the pathology of this organ.